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Book Reviews

Adler, David A. Hiding.from the Nazis. Illustrated
by Karen Ritz. Holiday House, 1997. ISBN 08234-1288-1. $15.95. Unpaginated.

Alcock, Vivien. The Red-Eared Ghosts. Houghton
Mifflin, 1997. ISBN 0-395-81660-2. $15.95.
264 pp.

A 4-6 BI PB

B S+ FI

Reviewed by Lanell Rabner

Lore Baer was born August 1938, to Jewish
parents in Amsterdam, Holland. Hitler had just
invaded Austria and the Sudentenland, and the
world was at war. In May 1940, Gennany invaded
Holland, and life suddenly changed for Holland's
140,000 Jews. At first the Nazis rounded up and
deported only the unemployed Jews; however,
soon they hunted all the Jews and sent them to
Westerbork, a transit work camp in northeast
Holland. From there the Jews were transported to
the death camps of Auschwitz or Sobibor. Born
out of their fear of arrest, the Baers decided to go
into hiding, believing it would be safest to hide
Lore separately.
Told through the eyes of a frightened fouryear-old child, this book warmly describes the
kindness and generosity of the Dutch Christians
who protected their Jewish neighbors. Often
forced to hide in a large box inside the hayloft,
Lore soon learned that although she never hid
alone, she never saw her companions. Sometimes
she thought of her parents and wondered if they
were hiding with her in the dark. Lore's story is
sensitively depicted through beautifully colored
illustrations, which draw the reader into a greater
story that reminds us there are always good people
in the world, even in a world of chaos. The
author's note at the end of the book provides a
postscript to the lives of the Baers and Lore's
second family, the Schoutens.

••••

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

It's not easy being the only one who can see
ghosts. Mary's friends and even her school
teacher think she is crazy, but Miss Timpson is
willing to get to the bottom of all this nonsense.
After all, "She liked to think that everyone was
born with a talent for something."
Mary Frewin does have a unique talent. She
sees ghosts, and they follow her everywhere she
goes. Mary's great-great-grandmother, Mary
Coram, had the same talent. But young Mary's
mother is detennined to keep the secret hidden
from her daughter. She sells her greatgrandmother's book to the secondhand bookshop,
in hopes that the family heirloom that reveals
Mary's heritage is now out of reach forever. Or so
she thinks.
Alcock takes the reader into a world where
timequakes, not earthquakes, are a common
occurrence and explores the concept of time in
this supernatural fantasy. Alcock is well known
for her ability to create sinister and eerie moods,
and The Red-Eared Ghosts is no exception. The
story is full of complex moral issues about selfidentity and our need for others to believe in us.

••••
Buchanan, Jane. Gratefully Yours. Farrar Straus
Giroux, 1997. ISBN 0-374-32775-0. $15.00.
117 pp.
B 3-S FI

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

More than 150,000 abandoned city children
rode "orphan trains" between 1854 and 1929.
These trains stopped in rural communities of the
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Midwest, where orphans were "placed out" in
adoptive and foster homes. Buchanan writes a
similar story about a girl who loses her parents in
a New York tenant fire and must be placed with a
foster family. Hattie agrees to live with Henry
Jansen, a Nebraska Farmer with no children: "I
did not know how to decide. One farmer looked
the same as another to me, though some had
children with them. He doesn't have children, I
thought. Perhaps there will be enough to eat."
Hattie has plenty to eat, but the orphans with
whom she had traveled are not so lucky.
When Hattie goes to Henry's mother's house
for Thanksgiving, she finds out how poorly the
relatives will treat her. Sam prays, "Today we
welcome into our midst Hattie, the little orphan
girl whom you have saved from a life of sin and
destitution." Hattie explains with patience that she
is "not a sinner . . . just an orphan. Although some
people seem to think they're one and the same."
Hattie must also deal with the taunting of her
classmates at school. Despite all the injustices
heaped upon Hattie throughout the story, in the
end she learns to be grateful for her life with the
Jansens and realizes that things could be much
worse. Buchanan's fictional account is easy
reading. Research for the book was done with the
help of the Orphan Train Heritage Society of
America in Springdale, Arkansas.

••••
Bunting, Eve. Twinnies. Illustrated by Nancy
Carpenter. Harcourt Brace, 1997. ISBN 01529-1592-3. $15 .00. Unpaginated.
A Pre-2 PB

Reviewed by Donna J. Jorgensen

A big sister is displaced by twin girls. The
story itemizes the many difficulties of caring for
twins and not having time for big sisters. But in
the end, when big sister joins them in their
parents' bed, "They are so soft, on either side of
me. I think if there was only one, I'd feel
lopsided."
The story is quite accurate about the feelings
an older sibling would have about new twins. And

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol18/iss4/4

the pictures are a little bit crazy and very bright
and cheerful. A very nice story.

••••
Cleveland, Will and Mark Alvarez. Yo, Millard
Filmore! (And all those other Presidents you
don 't know). Illustrated by Tate Nation.
Millbrook Press, 1997. ISBN 0-7613-0523-0.
$21.40. 112 pp.
Cleveland, Will and Mark Alvarez. Yo,
Sacramento! (And all those other State
Capitals you don 't know). Illustrated by Tate
Nation. Millbrook Press, 1997. ISBN 0-76130252-2. $21.40. 120 pp.

* 3-6 NF

Reviewed by Donna J. Jorgensen

Yo, Millard Fillmore! is a book about the
presidents of the United States, but it is not just a
book of facts. The layout of the book is such that
the left-hand page of any pair is a paragraph or
two about a president, and the right-hand page has
cartoon-style illustrations designed as memory
aids. The book promises to help you memorize the
Presidents, in order, in twenty minutes, and once
learned, promises you will remember them
forever. Only the cartoons are used for the
memorization. For example, George Washington
is represented by a washing machine on the White
House lawn, big enough to wash a ton of clothes.
John Adams is prompted by lifting the lid of the
washing machine (mentally) and seeing atoms
swirling around in the water. The names of all
forty-two presidents are represented by building
on the image of the previous president.
The first time I sat down with this book, I
learned the first ten presidents. A week later I was
hiking in Yellowstone and decided to see if I
could indeed remember them all. I could. It was
fun, painless, and even entertaining. The book
includes a quiz after each set of ten names (to
reinforce the memory) and a "just for fun"
Jeopardy-style quiz about the presidents. For this
quiz you have to read the information on the lefthand pages.
Yo, Sacramento! is the same format for
learning the names of the states, by region of the
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U.S., and their capitals. I found both books
educationally sound and entertaining. I highly
recommend them.

••••
Colle, Gisela. The Star Tree. Illustrated by Gisela
Colle. North-South Books, 1997. ISBN 155858-741-1.$15.95.26 pp.
A K+ PB

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

An elderly man who lives in a little house
now surrounded by skyscrapers remembers the
Christmases of long ago, when the family was
part of the celebration and the decorations were
not gaudy. Determined to celebrate the season his
way, the man cuts out simple paper stars, which
he then takes out to the countryside where no city
lights will dim their illumination. On the way, the
wind kicks up and power lines come down. The
city is suddenly silent and dark. Some city
residents, long jaded by big-city cynicism,
nevertheless finally venture out into the dark
night, being drawn to the top of a hill by the only
light in the city. There they watch the old man
hanging stars on a tree. Eventually they start
singing Christmas carols, and the old man shares
his paper stars with the crowd. They in tum hang
the stars in apartment windows, and everyone
comes to know the simplicity of Christmas.
The simple illustrations underscore the mood
of the story-"less is more." A wonderful addition
to a Christmas storybook library because it
celebrates the desire to return to the simplicity of
days gone by and emphasizes that one individual
can make a difference.

••••

Connor, Nikki. Creative Crafts from Cardboard
Tubes. Illustrated by Sarah-Jane Neaves.
Milbrook Press, 1997. ISBN 0-7 613-05 52-1.
$14.90. 24 pp .
A Pre-2 PB NF

Reviewed by Janna Wise

This book presents a variety of ideas for
young children to make from cardboard tubes,
including such things as a lighthouse, haunted
house, marble run, tepee, and pine trees. The
materials required are ones likely to be in the
home or classroom already, and the tubes needed
range from wider paper towel tubes to thin
wrapping paper tubes. There are no written
directions, just pictures illustrating what to do,
and a photograph of the finished product. The
colors are bright and the pictures large for little
eyes to enjoy. This would be a good addition to
any library for children.

••••
crectriVe cJ"qf'-rs 'fr OPt

cardboard
tUbes
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Cooper, Helen. The Boy Who Wouldn't Go to
Bed. Illustrated by Helen Cooper. Dial, 1997.
ISBN 0-8037-2253-2. $13.99. 29 pp.
A 3+ PB

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

When the little boy won't go to bed, his
mother tries to persuade him in every way. But he

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1997
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zooms away in his little red car, and the
adventures begin.
A tiger, some soldiers, a train, musicians, and
even the moon are all headed home to bed, but the
little boy is determined to stay awake all night. He
suggests a parade, a party, or a dance. But
everyone is ready for bed-except for one person
approaching from the distance. It is the little boy's
mother, who cannot sleep until her little one is
tucked in. So she hugs him and bundles him all
the way home. As the boy passes the sleeping
world around him, he fmally asks his mother with
a yawn, "Is it bedtime?"
This book is an excellent choice for all night
owls who find going to bed to be a bit of a drag.
That is, until they discover, just as the little boy
did, that not much is going on when everyone is
asleep.
Note: This book also published by Doubleday
under the title The Baby Who Wouldn 't Go to Bed
(ISBN 0-385-407939).

••••

Cooper, Susan. The Boggart and the Monster.
Margaret K. McElderry Books, 1997. ISBN
0-6898-1330-9. $16.00. 185 pp.
A 3-7 FI

Reviewed by Rachel L. Wadham

For many years the authors of fantasy
literature for children have used ancient legends
as bases for their works. Susan Cooper's latest
book, a sequel to The Boggart (McElderry, 1993)
titled The Boggart and the Monster, brings new
life to the legend of the Loch Ness Monster. When
Emily and Jessup travel to Scotland to visit Mr.
Maconochie, the new owner of Castle Keep, and
their mischievous shape-shifting friend, the
Boggart, they are launched into adventure when
they discover that the Loch Ness Monster is truly
a boggart. Threatened by eager scientists with
high-tech sonar equipment, the Boggart and his
friends must race to save the Boggart' s cousin
(Loch Ness Monster) from discovery. As always,
Susan Cooper has created an outstanding fantasy
adventure novel. The novel's swift and concise
plot make it an excellent choice for a reluctant
reader; and with both scientific and magical
elements, this book will be a favorite of fantasy
lovers and realists alike .

••••
Day, Alexandra. The Christmas We Moved to the
Barn. Illustrated by Alexandra Day.
HarperCollins, 1997. ISBN 0-06-205149-0.
$14.95. 32 pp.
A K+ PI

~ 1997

Helen Cooper

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol18/iss4/4

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

On Christmas Eve, Taffy MacDonald, a
single mother with two daughters and assorted
pets, receives a misrouted letter from the real
estate agents who have sold the home Taffy has
been renting. The letter, dated November 12,
contains instructions that she vacate the home by
December 24. Not despairing, she and the
children, pets in tow, move their possessions to an
abandoned barn, where they set up house and
awaitChristmas.
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Beautifully illustrated pages tell the story,
with only the text of the letter and Taffy's three
lines of initial comment to set the tone of hope
and determination in this winter tale.

••••
Doherty, Berlie. Daughter of the Sea. Illustrated
by Sian Bailey. Dorling Kindersley, 1997.
ISBN 0-7894-2469-X. $14.95. 114 pp.
A 4+ FI

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

The night creeps in on a calm sea, and
Munroe is just about to turn back home when
suddenly he hears a soft cry on the wind. Down in
the water, hundreds of fishes scurry around as a
storm comes out of nowhere. As the waves slap at
his boat, the moon flashes a light, and there in the
water, Munroe finds a small child. As he reaches
down to bring the babe up, something falls away
like a rag of soft skin.
Munroe and Jannet have not been able to have
children, so as Jannet holds the baby to her breast,
she worries that her child from the sea will
someday be taken away from her. Sure enough,
when a mysterious stranger wearing a cloak of
oceans comes for the baby, Jannet feels frantic
and can not bear the thought of parting with her
Gioga. When the child grows, Jannet sends her far
away where the stranger will not find her. But
their little fishing village is not ready for the
terrible events that will follow. The sea rebels,
and the seals clamber up on the sands and rocks.
They howl their sorrows; the wailing heard for
miles around. Something must be done to save the
village-a life must be sacrificed before the
tempest will cease. Inevitably, the child must
return to her home in the sea.
Readers will love Doherty's lyrical power and
be swept into a spellbinding story rich with the
flavor of old legends.

••••
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1997

Dorris, Michael. The Window. Hyperion, 1997.
ISBN 0-7868-0301-0. $14.95. 106 pp.
A 5-7 FI

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

When Rayona's mother, a Native American
woman, enters an alcohol treatment program,
Rayona is left in the care of her estranged father,
a black man. When two under-the-table foster
situations don't work out, Rayona's father has no
choice but to take her to Chicago to stay with his
side of the family-a side Rayona has never met.
Much to her surprise, Rayona's grandmother,
great-grandmother, and aunt are Caucasian
women of Irish descent. Rayona enjoys the
attention and love showered upon her, although
she misses her mother. When Rayona's mother is
well, her grandmother and aunt plan a trip out
west to return Rayona to her mother. Rayona's
mother vows to be more responsible, and it seems
Rayona has renewed strength to support her
mother. She is now able to define herself in
relationships to the wider world as well as to
extended family. Rayona explains, "I'll never be
able to look out a small window and see my whole
world from it."
The book is well written. Rayona is a strong
heroine-insightful, resilient, and compassionate.
The story is one to which many youth of mixed
descent can relate. The message of self-image and
defining yourself in relation to the world around
you is appropriate.

••••
Peiffer, Jules. Meanwhile . .. Illustrated by Jules
Peiffer. HarperCollins, 1997. ISBN 0-06205156-3. $14.89. 32 pp.
A 1-4 PB

Reviewed by Rachel Wadham

Realizing that comic books use the word
"meanwhile..."to change the scene, Raymond
tries his own "meanwhile. . ." to escape his
mother, pirates, a mountain lion, and evil space
aliens, only to discover that his chores are much
less threatening then he had previously thought.
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Jules Feiffer, author of the witty story The Man in
the Ceiling (HarperCollins, 1993), and the
hilarious novel A Barrel of Laughs, A Vale of
Tears (HarperCollins, 1995), has created another
excellent book for children. This book is half
comic book, half book with the large watercolor
cartoon-like panels that include dialogue
complemented by the story line text in the white
spaces around them. Because it is delightfully
funny and has a wonderful ending that is not
didactic, children and adults are certain to enjoy
Raymond's perilous adventures. This book is
especially recommended for teachers as a teaching
aid when discussing plot and plot devices .

••••
Fisher, Leonard Everett. The Gods and Goddesses
of Ancient Egypt. Illustrated by Leonard
Everett Fisher. Holiday House, 1997. ISBN 08234-1286-5. $16.95. Unpaginated.

* 5+ PB NF

Reviewed by Lanell Rabner

In this concise, clear presentation of thirteen
of the most important gods and goddesses in the
Ancient Egyptian pantheon, Fisher describes their
parentage, powers, and images, creating a readerfriendly approach to a complicated task. Rich with
earthy colors, the bold illustrations, reminiscent of
the art and hieroglyphs of Ancient Egypt, provide
readers of all ages with an excellent introduction
to Egyptian deities and their role in society. A
family tree that details progeny, a pronunciation
guide, and a short bibliography are also included.
An outstanding must-have for both school and
public libraries.

••••

©1997 Leonard Everett Fisher

Goode, Diane. Diane Goode's Book of Giants &
Little People. Illustrated by Diane Goode.
Dutton, 1997. ISBN 0-525-45660-0.$17.99.
64pp.
B 2-5 PB NF

Reviewed by Janet 0. Francis

This collection of fairy tales, folktales, and
poetry offers nothing remarkable in the text, but
Goode's deliciously sly illustrations could well
hold the interest of the most jaded fairytale
collector. One or two selections are new to this
reviewer, such as the American tall tale about a
California Spaniard, and the Japanese tale of the
three strong women who made a sumo wrestler
what he was not. This one is worth adding,
whether your collection is large or small.

••••
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol18/iss4/4
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city. The voice of the story is a faithful guardsman
who observes and philosophizes on the events of
the story and records them in his loyal heart (with
a lot of words). Van Allsburg's paintings are
superb and impart a mythological sort of life to
the story, but it will require reading aloud or a
natural bent toward poetic text to be chosen by a
young reader.

••••
Hesse, Karen. Out of the Dust: A Novel.
Scholastic, 1997. ISBN 0-5903-6080-9.
$15.95. 227 pp.

* S-9 FI

© 1997 Diane Goode

Helprin, Mark. The Veil of Snows. Illustrated by
Chris Van Allsburg. Viking, 1997. ISBN 0670-87491-4. $24.00. 120 pp.
C 6-8 FI

Reviewed by Janet 0. Francis

It is difficult to evaluate an adult work written
to a juvenile level, and the natural density of
Helprin's writing complicates the process
considerably. This fable/allegory completes the
trilogy of these two giants of the publishing
world-Helprin and Van Allsburg. (Swan Lake
and A City in Winter are the first two volumes).
The three make an impressive group of
extraordinary visual tales, but their appeal to
juvenile readers is somewhat limited. In The Veil
of Snows, the lovely queen has finally come to a
quiet land, where she attempts to live in peace
with conquered enemies and raise her son. She is
uncertain about the fate of her husband, the king,
until word comes that he is dead, followed by
evidence that her enemies are moving toward her

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1997

Reviewed by Rachel L. Wadham

Billie Jo hates living in the Oklahoma dust
bowl during the Depression-all she wants to do
is leave. Her talent at piano playing seems to be
her ticket away from the dust, but when an
accident occurs that permanently scars Billie's
hands and kills her mother and younger brother,
Billie must learn to accept and love her horne.
Using a free verse poetry form to tell the story
through the point of view of a young girl, Hesse
expertly captures a dismal time in American
history. Packed full of emotions, beautiful
language, and thought-provoking passages, Out of
the Dust is not a novel to pass through quickly,
even though it reads very fast. The stark setting
and Billie's deep despair powerfully complement
each other. It is even more powerful to watch how
Billie's changing outlook alters the landscape
around her, proving that a person's perspective
can have a positive effect on a situation. Out of
the Dust is the winner of the 1998 Newbery
Medal.

••••
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way to the horse and sleigh. Star's antlers sport
colorful mittens, and the sack in the sleigh is full
of additional mittens and oranges and
toys-christmas Eve hasn't been stolen after all.
A delightful Christmas story with the
religious and secular elements present. The
illustrations contrast sparse and cold outdoor
winter scenes with indoor scenes painted
primarily in warm yellows to illuminate life and
hope. The warm emphasis on the indoor scenes is
reminiscent of similarly highlighted venues in
which the original religious Christmas story was
played out.

Jacket Design: ~1997 Elizabeth B. Parisi; Jacket
Photograph: "Lucille Burroughs, Hale County, Alabama,
Summer 1936," by Walker Evans

High, Linda Oatman. A Christmas Star. Illustrated
by Ronald Himler. Holiday House, 1997.
ISBN 0-8234-1301-2. $15.95. 32 pp.
A Pre+ PB

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

One Christmas Eve during the Great
Depression, someone steals a church's mitten tree
and the small supply of candy and oranges which
were to be the only Christmas presents for most of
the children in the congregation. As the Christmas
program proceeds and the manger scene cast
members start to assemble in the bam, Old
Beulah, the mule, decides to become very
stubborn and refuses to budge. A little girl and her
friend take in the events of the evening. With their
spirits quite low, they are nevertheless determined
that the manger scene will at least go off without
a hitch. They run off to fetch the little girl's horse,
Star-in full holiday regalia, complete with
antlers, velvet bow, and a red blanketbowl-in
hopes that he can transport "Mary" in lieu of the
stubborn mule. The girls witness a most amazing
sight: a figure who they are convinced is Saint
Nicholas is heaving something into the sleigh to
which Star is harnessed. The figure disappears
immediately, and the astonished girls make their

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol18/iss4/4

••••
Hoffman, Mary. An Angel Just Like Me.
Illustrated by Cornelius Van Wright and
Ying-Hwa Hu. Dial, 1997. ISBN 0-80372265-6. $14.99. Unpaginated.
A Pre-2 PB Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

As Tyler's family decorate their home for
Christmas, his brother T.J. discovers that the
angel is broken. Tyler is full of questions: "Why
do angels all look like girls? Can't boys be angels?
Why do they all have gold hair? Aren't there any
black angels?" Thus begins Tyler's quest to find
"an angel just like me." After unsuccessful
shopping, Tyler shares his problem with Santa,
whom he recognizes as Carl, an art student who
sometimes babysits him. While mother shares the
Christmas story, Tyler has more questions.
Meanwhile, across town Carl is working on a
special gift. On Christmas, Tyler receives a carved
wooden angel that looks just like him. The
following day, Tyler visits Carl to thank him.
Along with Tyler comes a group of multicultural
friends who all want "angels just like them!"
This tender story emphasizes inclusion in the
Christmas celebration. Gentle and warm
watercolors portray a loving family and an
inquisitive little boy who wants answers to
rational questions. A good selection for family
collections and public libraries.

8
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••••
Houston, Gloria. Littlejim 's Dream. Illustrated by
Thomas B. Allen. Harcourt Brace, 1997.
ISBN 0-1520-1509-4. $16.00. 128 pp.
C 3+ FI

Reviewed by Kathe C. Homer

This historical fiction piece is set in the hills
of rural America in the 1920s. Littlejim dreams of
becoming a pilot in the very early days of flight.
The book is hampered by the author's efforts to
make sure that the reader is aware of the history
of the time. Historical fiction is one of my favorite
genres; however, the way Houston interjects
historical facts interrupts the flow of the story. I
found it offensive and was not able to enjoy the
story or the characters.

••••
Jouris, David. All Over the Map Again: Another
Extraordinary Atlas of the United States
Featuring Towns that Actually Exist! Ten
Speed Press, 1996. ISBN 0-89815-835-4.
$11.95. 96 pp.
A 5+ NF

Reviewed by Robert L. Maxwell

David Jouris has put together another set of
wacky United States maps, a sequel to his All
Over the Map (reviewed in CBPR, Mar/Apr
1997). As in the earlier book, though the city and
town names may seem impossible (such as
Skunk's Misery, Pennsylvania), they are all real
names that are or have been attached to places in
North America. While compiling All Over the
Map, Jouris kept thinking up more maps-more
than could be contained in the first book; hence
this second set of thirty-five maps. Included here
are "A Thirst Quenching Map" of Whiskeytown,
California; "A Gone but Not Forgotten Map,"
including towns that have changed their names
(Skunk's Misery is now known as Scranton,
Pennsylvania); and "An Armed & Dangerous
Map" of Gunbarrel, Colorado.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1997

This entertaining book will appeal to children
and adults with an interest in the lengths people in
America have (or haven't) gone to in order to
name their towns. However, it is evident that
Jouris used his best ideas in the first book, and
this book consists of the leftovers. Still, it is worth
having as a companion to the first. Promised next
is a similar thematic atlas of Western Europe,
"featuring towns that actually exist."

••••
Kind!, Patrice. The Woman in the Wall. Houghton
Mifflin, 1997. ISBN 0-395-83014-1. $14.95 .
185 pp.
B 7+ FI

Reviewed by Helen Hoopes

Anna is a young girl who is "small and thin
with a face like a glass of water"; and she likes to
hide. When she is old enough to go to school, her
two sisters are so worried that they beg their Mom
to teach her at home. Anna begins to "fade" into
the walls. Actually, since she is very good at
everything she does, from fixing furniture to
sewing and cooking, Anna decides to disappear
into the walls of the house. She slowly begins
building new walls and passageways through the
large house, and her family doesn't even realize
that the rooms are getting smaller. She stays
within the passageways, coming out only when
she has a new dress to deliver to one of her sisters,
or if she needs food or supplies. No one in her
family ever sees her.
As she grows older, her body begins to
"blossom," and traveling through the narrow
passageways soon becomes more and more
difficult. She feels like her own family fails to
believe in her existence anymore. Then one day,
she finds a secret note tucked into a crack in the
wall. She begins a correspondence with "F,"
which leads to a whole new life for Anna.
Kindle has created a book that can be read on
many different levels. Is it just the story of a
young girl who doesn't want to be around other
people, so she builds her own house-within-ahouse and slowly fades from everyone's memory?
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Is Anna just an extremely introverted young child
who can only exist if she is not seen? Or is this all
just a fantasy world where anything can happen?
On whatever level you choose to read this novel,
you will find that you will have to suspend
disbelief more than once. It is not your ordinary
Cinderella story, but then again, how can you be
sure?

••••
Lasky, Kathryn. Hercules: The Man, the Myth,
the Hero. Illustrated by Mark Hess. Hyperion,
1997. ISBN 0-7868-0329-0. $15.89. 32 pp.
C 3-8 PB FI

Reviewed by Robert L. Maxwell

The legend of Hercules is a familiar one, and
one that has taken many forms over the years.
Recently we have seen Hercules overcommercialized when a cartoon version was
released in 1997. Thus it should be a relief to see
a responsible telling of the myth by a competent
children's author, Kathryn Lasky. Told in the first
person, Hercules has a sense of immediacy that
other accounts lack. As noted by the author in an
afterword, the many different and sometimes
contradictory versions of the Hercules story create
problems for a storyteller who wishes to give a
fresh and cohesive version. Lasky has succeeded
to an extent, as we might have expected; but in
trying to condense the tale to picture book length,
she has too often simply listed events. The version
is short enough that this procedure does not
produce boredom, but it is at times tedious. The
twelve labors, ripe with interest and potential for
elaboration, are passed over in a few pages, often
with extreme condensation: "For the sixth labor I
had to destroy a flock of flesh-eating birds. For
the seventh, I captured the bull of Crete." This
hardly exploits the possibilities of this fascinating
story, and some of the writing (as above) reminds
one ofajunior high term paper. Lasky does bring
out Hercules' moral dilemma-his inability to
control his temper-better than most authors, and
perhaps she wished to emphasize this over the
action and adventure aspects of the story. She
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hints at this in her afterword, in which she says
she wanted to "balance the extreme violence . . .
with the sensibilities of the young readership and
my responsibility to them as an author. I did not
want an inappropriate tale . ... " Was the bull of
Crete considered inappropriate?
Hess's acrylic-on-canvas illustrations are
vivid and colorful, though a bit on the magazine
ad or comic book side. However, many are quite
lovely, particularly the ones which have clearly
been influenced by Greek vase painting styles,
such as one of Hercules as a child with his music
instructor, and another of the hero as a slave to
Queen Omphale. A good bibliography of a few of
the more accessible works on Greek mythology is
included at the end.

••••
McDonough, Yona Zeldis. Anne Frank.
Illustrated by Malchah Zeldis. Henry Holt,
1997. ISBN 0-8050-4924-X. $16.95.
Unpaginated.
B 5+ PB BI

Reviewed by Helen Hoopes

It is very hard to write a picture book for
children about Anne Frank and the world in which
she lived and died. The author herself asked why
it would be important to write such a book for
young children, and wondered if it might be better
to shield them from the awful accounts of the
Nazis and the Holocaust. She came to believe
"that there is value in the telling, even-or perhaps
especially-to those who are young, . . .
sometimes we are called upon to explain the
inexplicable."
McDonough has made the story simple, but a
lot of explanation will still have to be made to a
child reading this book. We all know the story of
Anne Frank and her two years in Holland, hiding
in the attic of her father's business. How do you
begin to explain to a youngster what a Nazi is, or
what made Nazis kill six million Jews, or how a
Jew is different from anyone else, or how Jews
were singled out for extermination? The last page
of the book is an author's note that tries to give
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answers to some of these questions, but I would
not recommend that any children be left to
themselves to read and try to understand these
horrible events.
Zeldis, an internationally recognized folk
artist, using the medium of gouache on
Strathmore watercolor paper, has created a much
brighter picture of the Frank family than I would
have imagined. This may help the young reader to
not be so depressed by the events. The figures are
flat, stiff-like people, but their surroundings are
filled with bright reds, yellows, oranges, blues,
pinks, and greens. The guns the soldiers hold look
more like wooden sticks, and the diary itself looks
like a small box, checkered in white and red. The
only semiharsh picture is of the two girls in
Bergen-Bergen, a prison camp in Germany. On
this page, everyone but the soldiers is dressed in
pale blue, and the bunkers are smaller than the
people, with barbed wire wrapped around the
whole picture. All in all, it is a dependable story
of what happened to Anne Frank and her family,
but I don't think I would like to introduce the
subject to children younger than fifth grade; and
there should be a responsible adult there to answer
questions and give explanations.

••••
McKellar, Shona, comp. A Child's Book of
Lullabies. Illustrated by Mary Cassatt.
Dorling Kindersley, 1997. ISBN 0-78941507-0. 32 pp.
A Pre PB

Reviewed by Kathe C. Homer

This beautiful book appears, at first glance, to
be a book for adults rather than children.
However, the lullabies within are all the old
favorites, loved by generations, and the paintings
are truly lovely. A child can appreciate great art
from a very young age, and each painting reflects
the loving, warm relationship between mother and
child expressed by the lullaby. This book belongs
in any fine collection of children's books. It
would make a great gift for a young mother or
grandmother.
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••••
Miller, William. Richard Wright and the Library
Card. Illustrated by Gregory Christie. Lee &
Low, 1997. ISBN 1-880000-57-1. $15.95. 32
pp.
A 4-6 PB BI

Reviewed by Rachael W. Galvez

This is a fictionalized account of events in the
life of Richard Wright, one of the greatest
African-American writers. Richard loved words
and stories as a boy, but his family was too poor
to buy books. He finally learned to read in school,
but couldn't even check out books at the library
because he was black. Later he got a job in a big
city and met a white man who seemed different
from the others. Richard convinced Jim to let him
use his library card, with a note saying he had
permission to check out books for Jim. Hardly
making it past the librarian's skepticism, he
finally had his hands full of the coveted books.
His reading of the classics of English and
American literature helped him understand the
universality of human experience and the power
of words. These words and stories stayed with
him and changed his life, because he later became
a writer himself.
This story is beautiful in its portrayal of a
young man's desire to read and learn. It is heartbreaking in its glimpses of racial inequality. It is
hopeful in showing the difference that reading and
books can make in a person's life. The
illustrations by Christie, done in acrylic and
colored pencil in warm color tones, give an
impressionistic view of the young man's struggle.
This book is a recommended addition to personal
and library collections.

••••
Mora, Pat. Tomas and the Library Lady.
Illustrated by Raul Colon. Alfred A. Knopf,
1997. ISBN 0-679-90401-8. $18.99. 32 pp.
A 3-S PB BI

Reviewed by Racbael W. Galvez
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This is a fictionalized episode from the life of
writer and educator Tomas Rivera. As a young
man, he traveled with his family from Texas to
Iowa doing migrant farm labor. One summer he
discovered the magic of books with the help of a
friendly librarian. Stories of dinosaurs, tigers, and
cowboys came to life for him as he read in the
library every chance he had. He also brought
books home to read to his family. The librarian
gave him special reading help, and he taught her
a few words of Spanish. When it was time for his
family to return to Texas, the librarian gave him
a book as a parting gift.
This book is encouraging for young readers
and librarians alike, for it emphasizes the
difference that books can make in a person' s life.
The insights into Mexican-American culture and
history are also valuable. The illustrations are
vibrant in color and unique in style. This book is
also available in Spanish under the title Tomas y
Ia Senora de Ia Biblioteca (ISBN 0-679-94173-8).

••••
Moragne, Wendy. Dyslexia. Millbrook Press,
1997. ISBN 0-7613-0206-9.$23.90. 112 pp.
A 9-12 NF

Reviewed by Denice Barainca

Moragne provides the tools for a better
understanding of dyslexia-for children with the
disorder, their families, their friends, and their
teachers. Moragne defines dyslexia and explains
that it is not a disease, but a brain disorder that
causes difficulty with the use of words and
language. She describes the symptoms and
discusses diagnosis and treatment. She uses
personal interviews to give readers insight into the
daily struggles of a young person with a learning
disorder. Moragne includes several chapters that
help dyslexic students cope with difficulties in
school and learn strategies to succeed. She also
offers suggestions that will help them develop a
positive self-image and encourages them with
success stories.
The book is designed for easy access to its
information. Balded titles introduce each section.
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Important points are highlighted in shaded boxes.
Black and white photographs enhance the text,
and a resource list of organizations involved with
dyslexia is included. There are two lists for
further reading: one for children and teenagers;
and one for parents, teachers, and older readers. I
highly recommend Dyslexia to all public libraries,
all school libraries, and all parents and teachers
who may need to help a child with a learning
disability.

••••
Neff, Fred. Great Puzzles of History: Intriguing
Cases of the Past. Runestone Press, 1997.
ISBN 0-8225-3931-4. $19.93. 107 pp.
A 4-6 BI

Reviewed by Janna Wise

Neff has done a commendable job of
gathering a wealth of information on ten unsolved
mysteries from the past and condensing it into one
volume for children. He covers such people as
Rudolf Hess, Anastasia, King Arthur, and Robin
Hood, and presents a variety of facts while
remaining nonjudgmental-leaving the final
decision of what may be the whole truth to the
reader. Further, a picture is presented in each
chapter to lend greater understanding to the
information. The chapters are fast-paced and very
interesting, though the material presented would
be more appropriate for older readers.

••••
Neuschwander, Cindy. Sir Cumference and the
First Round Table: A Math Adventure.
Illustrated by Wayne Geehan. Charlesbridge
Publishing, 1997. ISBN 1-5709-1152-5.
$4.95. 32 pp.
A 4-6 PB

Reviewed by Donna J. Jorgensen

This delightful book is actually a fictional
rendering of a nonfiction concept. Sir Cumference
and the First Round Table: A Math Adventure is
a delightful and somewhat corny story with a cast
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of characters which include King Arthur and his
knights, as well as Sir Cumference, Lady Di of
Ameter and their son Radius.
King Arthur' s table goes from a long
rectangle, to a square, then a parallelogram, an
octagon, and an oval. Lady Di has the ideas and
illustrates how to transform each shape to the
next. Sir Cumference makes sure it gets done. All
the shapes have problems. Finally Radius suggests
they take a walk and not think about the problem
for a while. On the walk, they see a huge fallen
tree and conceive the round table. It is as "tall" as
Lady Di is, so it will be big enough. Sir
Cumference suggests they leave the bark on so
that it will have a nice edge.
Thus the diameter and circumference are
invented, and radius receives recognition, because
even though he is only half grown, he has a good
mind.
What a fun way to introduce math concepts.
There are memory tags to help and illustrations to
aid understanding. A great book.

••••
Nolan, Dennis. Androcles and the Lion. Illustrated
by Dennis Nolan. Harcourt Brace, 1997.
ISBN 0-15-203355-6. $15.00. Unpaginated.
A All PB

Reviewed by Lillian H. Heil

Nolan's retelling of Androcles and the Lion
uses a translation by Aulus Gellius of the original
tale by Apion, an Egyptian who lived in Rome
during the reign of Tiberius. Apion wrote the
story of Androcles after seeing a lion spare the
life of a slave in the Circus Maximus. In a few
well-chosen words, Nolan has captured the
desperation that motivated Androcles to escape.
When his food runs out, he would still "rather die
of hunger than live one more day in my master's
house." When the sun blazes down on the
cloudless desert, he would "rather feel the burn of
the sun on my back than the sting of my master' s
whip." The rest of the story-his companionship
with the lion and their reunion in the Circus
Maximus-is equally well done. The march
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through the city as free man and lion is a
triumphant end to this story of true friendship.
The illustrations were actually the motivation
for reading this well-known tale. The shades of
gold, orange, and brown are wonderful lion and
desert colors. The reader can feel the heat of
Androcles' existence as he labors for his master
and as he runs far into the desert. The lion is a
magnificent creature, with his huge gold, orange,
and brown-streaked mane. Nolan captures his
ferocious anger and cat-like affection. The cover
showing the two friends together with the lion' s
paw affectionately placed on Androcles' shoulder
invites the reader to reread an old tale of
friendship.

••••
Orr, Richard. The Burrow Book. Illustrated by
Richard Orr. Dorling Kindersley, 1997. ISBN
0-7894-2025-2. $14.95. 19 pp.
A 3+ PB NF

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Experience the intricate underground world of
the woodlands, grasslands, arctic, forest, and
desert habitats through Orr' s lifelike illustrations
and Awan' s detailed text in The Burrow Book. It
is rare to find nineteen pages so jam-packed with
interesting information. The cover has three
cutaways that invite the reader into this oversized
book. Foldouts and additional cutaways are
skillfully used inside the book to show the
underground homes of animals, insects, and
spiders. Unfortunately, some of the captions blend
in too much with the brown background, making
them very difficult to read. This book is generally
recommended for grade three and up because of
the foldout pages, but a younger child alongside
parent or teacher would also enjoy discovering
these underground unseen worlds.

••••
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Pearson, Kit. Awake and Dreaming. Viking, 1996.
ISBN 0-6708-6954-6. $13.99. 228 pp.
A 7-10 FI

Reviewed by Caroline M. Maxwell

Awake and Dreaming is about a girl named
Theo, who lives with her irresponsible mother in
an awful apartment. She loves to read, and the
school librarians always praise her for checking
out so many books, but she can't get along with
the other children once they find out that she is
almost homeless. Her mother, Ray, has a job as a
waitress, and she has a very low income.
Sometimes they even have to go out and
panhandle. After a while, Ray's boyfriend asks
Ray-but not Theo-to live with him, and so Theo
has to live with her Aunt Sharon. All this while,
she's been dreaming of having a "real"
family-two sisters, two brothers, and loving
parents.
While Theo is on her way to her aunt's house,
she has a kind of a vision about such a family, and
seems to go live with them for several weeks.
Gradually the dream wears off, and she goes to
live with her aunt. Theo ends up actually meeting
the family of her dream, but they don't remember
her, and they're not as perfect as they were before.
She is invited to stay with them, and she meets a
ghost, who appears to have had something to do
with the dream. In the end, Theo learns that
families are important, but that her own family is
more important than the family of her dreams.
It was hard to understand why Theo had a
good relationship with the ghost after meeting her
only once. However, this was the only weakness
in the book. It was a fun story to read, and it also
had an important message in it. It teaches young
people to understand the reasons why some
people act like Theo in school and might help
them to be friends with such children. It also helps
them understand that some children live a kind of
life they might never have imagined.

••••
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Ross, Kathy. Crafts from Your Favorite Fairy
Tales. Illustrated by Vicky Enright. Millbrook
Press, 1997. ISBN 0-7613-0259-X. $22.40.
48 pp.

* K-6 NF

Reviewed by Janna Wise

This is a wonderful book for children,
teachers, and parents alike-so many easy and
creative ideas to make the fairy tales come alive!
Children can have fun making the "Seven Sleepy
Dwarfs" out of egg cartons, "Rapunzel in Her
Tower" from a cardboard tube, and a host of other
fairy tale characters, including Little Red Riding
Hood, The Princess and the Pea, Cinderella, and
the Little Mermaid. Reading can come to life in
these crafts.
Further, the book itself is fun to browse. The
pictures are colorful, and even the borders of the
pages are detailed and unique to each story
presented. The materials needed for the crafts are
both listed and illustrated, making the book
accessible to even young readers; and the
directions are clear and simple, yet very original.
An all around fun and clever book.

••••
Ross, Michael Elsohn. Bird Watching with
Margaret Morse Nice. Illustrated by Laurie
A. Caple. Carolrhoda Books, 1997. ISBN 157505-002-1. $19.93. 48 pp.
A 4+ BI

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Growing up in the 1800s, an inquisitive nine
year old started taking notes about the birds she
saw in the orchard and garden near her home in
Amherst, Massachusems. Her continued love of
nature, and especially of birds, Jed her to become
a famous woman ornithologist. Bird Watching is
the interesting biography of Margaret Morse Nice.
In addition, it is a beginner's guide to the hobby
of bird watching .
From the first page, Ross's text is
conversational and interactive: "Can you
remember the last time you watched a bird?"
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While discovering birds with Margaret as she
explores the orchard in Massachusetts and then
the prairies of Oklahoma, the reader finds out
about the basics of birdwatching, such as
"Choosing and Using a Field Guide," "Choosing
and Using Binoculars," "Keeping a List," and
"Hunting for Nests." These hints are set apart
from the rest of the text in a beige-colored,
crinkle-edged section, suggestive of Margaret's
original field notes. The photographs of Margaret
and her family and Caple's lifelike colored
illustrations are well spaced and also invite the
reader to continue on to the next page. A
chronology of Margaret's life, a glossary,
bibliography, and index are also included. This is
an excellent addition to your school library's
biography and science section. A great way to
introduce young readers to the exciting world of
nature, conservation, and an interesting hobby.

••••
Rylant, Cynthia. Silver Packages: An
Appalachian Christmas Story. Illustrated by
Chris K. Soentpiet. Orchard, 1997. ISBN 0531-30051-X. $15.95.32 pp.
A K-3 PB

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

Years ago, while traveling by car in the
Appalachian Mountains, a rich gentleman
suffered an accident. He was pulled from his
disabled car and nursed back to health. Desiring to
repay this kindness, he offered money, but was
refused. To settle his debt, he resolved to supply
the area children with a present. Every year, on
December 23, from the platform of the caboose,
the rich man tossed a silver paper-wrapped
present into the hands of all the children waiting
next to the train tracks. For some, this was their
only Christmas present.
Every year, young Frankie hopes that his
package will contain his secret wish: a doctor's
kit. It never does. Frankie grows up and moves to
the city. He never forgets the kindness of the rich
man and wonders how he can repay his debt.
Eventually, he moves back to the mountains,
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where folks are waiting for him. It is the
Christmas season and again time for the train to
make its annual run. This year, while joining the
children at the tracks as an observer, Frank assists
a little girl who, in her eagerness for a silver
package, runs, trips, and falls to the ground. Frank
reassures her-then looks for a bandage in his
black doctor's kit.
The watercolor paintings are a splendid
addition to the text, but could move the story
along on their own. A wonderfully simple yet
many-layered story of doing good and realizing
one's dreams.

••••
Sanderson, Ruth. Rose Red and Snow White.
Illustrated by Ruth Sanderson. Little, Brown,
1997. ISBN 0-316-77094-9.$15.95.32 pp .

* K-2 PB

Reviewed by Janna Wise

An absolutely beautiful book. The pictures are
rich and full of color; the story is beautifully
illustrated. This book is the kind that can be
enjoyed by children and adults alike. The
storyline is simple and the ending a happy one.
The reader is left to feel that the original Grimm's
fairy tale has not been altered much (this is a
separate story from the common Snow White
tale). This wonderful book will be read over and
over.

••••
Say, Allen. Allison. Illustrated by Allen Say.
Houghton Mifflin, 1997. ISBN 0-395-85895X. $17.00. 32 pp.

* K-3 PB

Reviewed by Rachael W. Galvez

When young Allison realizes that she looks
more like her Japanese doll than like her Anglo
parents, they try to explain to her that she was
lovingly adopted. However, Allison reacts with
typical
pain
and
anger
at
the
discovery-destroying toys, pouting, and rejecting
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her parents' efforts to explain. "You're not my
Mommy! You're not my Daddy!" she yells.
However, when a stray cat comes along, Allison
feels kinship with the cat, who "doesn't have a
mommy or a daddy." Allison is then able to relate
her desire to keep the cat with her parents' choice
to adopt her, and peace is restored to the family
again. The story concludes with a statement laden
with double meaning: "The stray cat wasn't a
stray anymore."
What makes this story truly marvelous are the
watercolor paintings, which poignantly illustrate
the changing emotions of the characters
throughout the story. Say received the Caldecott
Medal for his book Grandfather's Journey, and
the art in Allison is equally masterful. The
portrayal of Allison's moment of realization is
vivid, as is her parents' pain at seeing her suffer.
The dialogue is also very simple and realistic,
letting the story tell itself without narrative
commentary. This book is a must for anyone who
deals with the adoption dilemma, whether parent
or child, and would be a valuable addition to
library collections.

••••
Schroeder, Russell. Walt Disney 's Mickey Mouse:
My Life in Pictures. Disney, 1997. ISBN 07868-3150-2. $14.89. 63 pp.
A 2-6 NF

Reviewed by Janna Wise

A thorough biography of Mickey Mouse. This
book captures his history from earliest films
through comic strips, memorabilia, Disneyland,
Disney World, and up to the present. There are
bright colorful pictures on each page from many
of the films, as well as a running commentary
presented as if told by Mickey himself. This book
is a fun and thorough look at the popular cartoon
character, and would be entertaining for both
young and old.

••••
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Shusterman, Neal. The Dark Side of Nowhere .
Little, Brown, 1997. ISBN 0-316-78907-0.
$15.95. 185 pp.
A 7-12 FI

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

Jason is fourteen and trapped! Trapped in a
nice little town, in a nice little school, in a nice
little life. He feels as if he'll spend his whole life
nicely, and when it's over he'll never have lived.
Until the day, that is, when the strange school
janitor stops him in the hall and gives him a weird
metal glove-a glove that can shoot little metal
BBs at incredible speed and force. From that time
on, Jason's life seems to tilt and spin in a different
direction. He and his girlfriend explore an
abandoned area of town and find a twenty-yearold photograph. The only trouble is that the face
belongs to a classmate of theirs, and there can be
no mistake. The janitor, Grant, invites Jason to a
secret meeting, and Jason discovers that many
others his age also have gloves, and they've been
target practicing with them. Then there is the
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matter of the weekly medical shots. They are kept
very private by all the parents. No one talks about
them, but everyone gets them . . . don't they?
Suddenly Jason finds out that not everyone does
get shots, and perhaps the shots are doing
something quite different than keeping him
healthy.
This is a great addition to the science fiction,
what-if-aliens-landed genre. It turns out that
Jason's parents are aliens who landed, but whose
mission was aborted and they couldn't leave.
They grew used to living on earth, even grew to
truly love and appreciate life here as humans.
Now the invasion is coming back. What will they
do? The twists of pattern in this book are
generally absorbing, and the underlying theme of
what it means to be a human is subtle and
perceptive.

••••
Spiegelman, Art. Open Me . . . I'm a Dog!
Illustrated by Art Spiegelman. HarperCollins,
1997. ISBN 0-0602-7320-8. $14.95. 30 pp.
B PreK-3 PB

Reviewed by Rachel Wadham

How many books have tails that wag? None!
Which proves that the book Open Me .. . I'm a
Dog is truly not a book, but a dog turned into a
book by a wizard's curse. Complete with fuzzy
end papers and an attached cloth leash, this book
is sure to be a faithful friend. The first children's
book from Pulitzer prize-winning comic book
illustrator Art Spiegelman is certainly not like any
other book you have ever seen. More toy than
book, this selection will not be suitable for most
library collections. The choppy text, trite
dialogue, and highly unbelievable plot line make
the literary quality of this book very low.
However, its delightful premise outshines these
factors and makes it one that children will find
endearing. This book is recommended as a great
gift for children who want a dog for a pet, but
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circumstances prevent them from having a real
one.

••••
Stolz, Mary. A Ballad ofthe Civil War. Illustrated
by Sergio Martinez. HarperCollins, 1997.
ISBN 0-06-027362-3. $13.95. 54 pp.

* 3-5 FI

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

From a nineteenth-century ballad Stolz
learned as a child, she created a powerful Civil
War tale. Jack and Tom Rigby, twin brothers,
grew up playing together and sharing
everything-including a black slave, Aaron, who
was like an older brother. All of this changes,
however, on the boys' ninth birthday. Aaron is no
longer allowed to play with them, but is sent to
the black quarters in the fields for being "uppity."
As the brothers grow, so do their philosophical
differences about their father's right to own
people. Finally, to the family's shame, Tom rides
off to serve in the Union Army. Jack joins the
Confederates.
Stolz's powerful story is filled with emotion.
The brothers' war is accurately portrayed as a
family tragedy in which feelings of love are
replaced with those of anger and hatred. The
character development is excellent. Jack's
altruistic qualities draw the reader to him.
Because of this, the reader also feels Jack's pain
at the end of his two-year service in the army.
Hungry, tired, and dirty, Jack makes his way
through a storm toward his encampment, yearning
for his twin brother and the bonds of love they
once shared.
The book is short with large print; however,
the black dialect included makes some parts
difficult to read. The message of the book is
intense, making it a perfect fit for a fifth to sixth
grader with limited reading skills.

••••
17

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 18 [1997], Iss. 4, Art. 4

Children's Book and Play Review 25
Vanasse, Deb. A Distant Enemy. Lodestar, 1997.
ISBN 0-525-67549-3. $16.99. 179 pp.
A 5+ FI

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

Vanasse's first novel, A Distant Enemy, is a
moving story about hatred and cultural
differences. Like many children who live in
nontraditional family situations, Joseph, the eldest
son, must begin where his white father left off.
Abandoned by their father who cannot live the
Eskimo ways, the Benchleys must get by the best
they can with Grandfather's help. The author
gives the reader personal glimpses into Joseph's
mind and the anger he must deal with. Joseph's
anger propels him to commit a crime. To cover up
his crime he must lie, and one deception leads to
another.
After being falsely accused and facing a neardeath experience, Joseph is finally able to focus
on the things that are really important in life. He
changes his attitude about his estranged father and
his white English teacher, Mr. Townsend. Mr.
Townsend uses literature to help his students deal
with anger. This practice becomes a form of
therapy for Joseph as he learns to accept his
anger: "Joseph managed to look squarely at his
anger. Had it been justified? Yes, he decided-to
a certain extent. But to let it consume him-that
was the error he must avoid." Also, Joseph's
grandfather teaches him how to learn from his
mistakes. This book is a must read for all those
who experience injustice and anger.

••••
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Wendell Minor

Walton, Rick. Pig, Pigger, Piggest. Illustrated by
Jimmy Holder. Gibbs Smith, 1997. ISBN 087905-806-4. $15.95. Unpaginated.
A Pre-2 PB Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

Pig, Pigger, and Piggest are sent forth by their
father king to build their own castles in muddy,
muddier, and muddiest spots. Each brother
outdoes his older sibling in creating his home.
Then along come sisters Witch, Witcher, and
Witchest with demands to purchase the brothers'
castles. When the pigs decline, the witches send
Huff and Puff, then Huffer and Puffer, and finally
Huffest and Puffest to destroy the homes they
cannot acquire. Each stormy disaster creates
muddy, muddier, and muddiest fields, which the
pigs adore even more than their castles. They
approach the sisters and ask to marry them. With
a "Yes," "Yesser," and "Yessest," the witch sisters
accept, and the couples are happy, happier, and
happiest. "And they all lived sloppily ever after."
Relying on a wordplay of superlatives and
snatches of at least three traditional tales, Walton
creates a whacked-out, fractured fairytale that will
bring smiles to young and old. Holder's
illustrations emphasize the superlative theme. A
good choice for reading aloud. As with other
fractured fairy tales, such as The True Story of the
Three Little Pigs by A. Wolf(Scieszka) and The
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Paper Bag Princess (Munsch), this picture book
could also be used effectively with older children
as a springboard for a creative writing exercise.

••••
Wells, Rosemary. McDuff Moves In. Illustrated
by Susan Jeffers. Hyperion, 1997. ISBN 07868-2257-0. $12.89. 32 pp.

* Pre-2 PB

Reviewed by Janet 0. Francis

This is an exuberantly illustrated, primerlevel story about a little white dog who is not
wanted by anyone, until he "woofs" at the home of
Lucy and Fred. The pictures show a 1930s
ambience, with happy pastel box houses on
straight blocks. However, the brilliant dark sky
and the lonely road give an overall feeling of
night, and the dog is definitely on the outside.
When he becomes McDuff, the problem is solved,
and a "happy ever after" is strongly indicated.

••••
Weninger, Brigitte. Lumina: A Story for the Dark
Time of the Year. Illustrated by Julie WintzLitty. North-South, 1997. ISBN 1-55858-790X. $15.95. 32 pp.
A All PB

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

Little Lumina has lost both parents and is a
homeless orphan who depends on others for food
and shelter. Her only possession is a lantern.
Chased out of town one cold night because she is
a beggar, Lumina seeks refuge in the forest, where
a cold wind licks out her lantern light. A pack of
wolves confront her, but they walk away
peacefully. An owl beckons that she follow.
Lumina is led to a road and sees lights in the
distance, but the sleigh to which they belong fails
to stop for her. Walking along the dark forest
road, Lumina sees another light. It belongs to a
young boy who shares his light and encourages
her to come home with him, where she is
welcomed by his family-simple people enjoying

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1997

a simple Christmas Eve supper-and invited to
make a pennanent home with them. A short story
of kindness and sharing; the art is beautiful,
depicting a European mountain setting. Each
page, as well as lining papers, draws the reader in .
Originally published in Switzerland under the title
Lumina.

••••
Wersba, Barbara. Whistle Me Home. Henry Holt,
1997. ISBN 0-8050-4850-2. $15.95. 160 pp.

* 4+ FI

Reviewed by Kathe C. Homer

When a stunningly handsome, seemingly
perfect, new boy comes to Sag Harbor and
chooses seventeen-year-old Noli as his girlfriend,
Noli is both surprised and delighted. T.J. turns out
to be intelligent and sensitive, interested in all of
the same things as Noli. Even as Noli is feeling
she has found her soul mate, she senses something
deep and hidden in T.J. that threatens their
relationship. Noli also begins to realize that she
must come to terms with her own drinking
problem and her destructive relationship with her
mother if she wants to be happy. She has some
very hard decisions to make. As she comes to
understand herself, Noli is better equipped to
make those decisions and stick to them.
This is a very well written, if disturbing,
coming-of-age story about family relationships,
sex, homosexuality, and alcoholism-a lot to try to
handle in one very short book. However, the
material is handled very tastefully, and the
"bottom line" message-that you have to know
and accept yourself before you can give
something to and accept something from life-is
a good one. A very good read.

••••
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Zelinsky, Paul 0. Rapunze/. Illustrated by Paul 0.
Zelinsky. Dutton, 1997. ISBN 0-525-45607-4.
$16.99. 40

pp.

* 1-8 PB

Reviewed by Robert L. Maxwell

Caldecott Honor medalist Paul Zelinsky has
created another masterpiece in his retelling and
illustration of Rapunzel. The story is familiar, but
thanks to Zelinsky's extensive research into its
origins, we are not simply given another version
of the Grimms' story; rather, that and earlier
versions are combined. The witch is much more
sympathetically portrayed than in most versions.
Here, rather than a wicked kidnapper who is mean
to Rapunzel, she is a loving mother, concerned for
her adopted daughter's welfare. As usual, the birth
parents, necessary to set the stage, disappear after
the old woman comes to claim the baby-in
Zelinsky's version, they are irrelevant to the
relationship that unfolds between the witch and
Rapunzel. We catch our first glimpse of this
relationship in a full two-page spread that
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illustrates the taking of baby Rapunzel. The old
woman tenderly embraces the baby, and the two
gaze lovingly into each other' s eyes while the
birth parents-the mother still attended by a
midwife-sadly look on. This scene takes place
daily in the modem world when children are
adopted, and perhaps this is why this version
seems familiar. This is followed by a scene of
Rapunzel, about six, dancing by a stream while
the old woman watches benignly, embroidering.
The mood darkens when twelve-year-old
Rapunzel is led to the tower. But when we see it,
the tower is a palace-a graceful Renaissance
campanile built of multi-colored marbles, and
possessing the magical property of being narrow
outside, but spacious and luxurious within. The
handsome prince gains access to Rapunzel in the
usual manner, and they enjoy each other' s
company for some time; they secretly marry.
When this is revealed by Rapunzel' s naive
complaint to the witch that her dress seems to be
getting tighter, the witch of the text shrieks, "You
wicked child! ... You have betrayed me!" But the
old woman of the illustration show horror and
grief at the revelation. This is a woman reacting as
any mother would to the news that her teenage
daughter is pregnant. The witch takes her revenge,
but Rapunzel, the prince, and their young children
are soon reunited and claim their kingdom.
Zelinsky's oil paintings, in the manner of
Italian Renaissance (appropriately, as the original
tale was Italian), are stunning and work hand in
hand with the text to tell the story. The inspiration
of the masters is evident on every page, none
more so than the final painting of a family
grouping reminiscent of Leonardo's Virgin and
Child with St. Anne and John the Baptist. Zelinsky
also provides a fascinating three-page note about
Rapunzel in which he tells the history of this tale,
from its origins as a Neapolitan folk tale, to its
publication in the nineteenth century by the
Grimm brothers. This has to be one of the most
beautiful children' s books to be produced in a
long time. Note: This book received the 1998
Caldecott Medal.

••••
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